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One of the greatest things about running the biggest and most famous kick scooter site on the Web is all the pictures we get from readers who fool around in their garages and make kick scooter modifications. Some of them even go farther and try to make totally new scooter designs based on found parts. But we've never experienced anything like the Exion -- or the excitement it has generated around the KPK camp. Opening an e-mail message that says "check out my scooter" usually gets us happy and interested (we love project scooterists!), but we sure weren't prepared for this e-mail. 

Cees Bakker from the Netherlands has created something truly otherworldly. He has created a kick-powered device that goes beyond the description "scooter." He has created quite possibly the most advanced kicker on the planet. He has created the Exion. 

The Exion raises the bar in scooter design and we expect that the scooter world will never be the same again -- that is, if anyone takes notice. Since this is a scooter created by an individual and not a large company, Cees doesn't have the marketing power to get his product known by the masses. We sincerely hope that this beauty gets the attention it deserves. 

The Exion is a high-performance Kickbike-style adult concept scooter constructed with a carbon fiber frame. Designed with aerodynamics and energy efficiency in mind, every element of the Exion was built to keep wind resistance down and offer higher speeds with less effort. The sleek tapered frame makes this one of the thinnest scooters ever. The rider operates in a low-profile position, facilitated by the elbow-pad-and-post race handlebars. Taking it a step further, the Exion also includes a removable carbon fiber handlebar cover for serious speeds and strong wind conditions. 

The custom-molded frame is extremely stylish and includes a continuous, fluid extension to create a rear fender. The robust front and rear forks guarantee that the Exion will hold up under extreme speeds and the pressures of daily life. 

Everything is custom on the Exion, right down to the brake. With the obvious care that has been put into the Exion, it's clear that this could be one of the fastest scooters out there, if not THE fastest. We'll be interested to see if the Exion gets out on the market and into some real-world consumer testing. 

Cees gave us some specs and told us a bit about the development of the Exion: 

DESIGNER CEES BAKKER ON THE EXION
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Front View
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w/o Handlebar Cover




w/ Handlebar Cover



I find that the scooters of today are old fashioned and less efficient. So, I decided I would make a highly energy efficient scooter. 

I had several needs: 

1. Low footboard 

2. Stiff frame in vertical direction 

3. Aerodynamic 

4. Low weight 

5. Better steering performance on high-speed curves (downhill) 

So, I made the backbone construction in 2000 with the following technical specifications: 

· Frame: composite of carbon fiber 

· Wheel size: front 26", rear 20" 

· Carbon fiber fork 

· Front wheel brake only 

· Weight: 7800 grams (17.2 lbs) 

After making the 2000 model, I realised I could make it even better. So, I developed the 2002 model: 

New needs: 

1. Lower footboard (3 mm) -- ground clearance now 40 mm 

2. Thinner footboard (old one 22 mm, now 12 mm) 

3. Stronger frame 

4. Even less energy required than 2000 model 

It worked very well. The energy required is now reduced by about 27% in comparing against old generation scooters. 

2002 Model Technical Specifications 

Wheels 

· Front 28" (700) 18 spokes, alu 50 mm high rim 

· Rear 20" (451) 18 spokes, alu 50 mm high rim 

Tires 

· Front 700x22 IRC 

· Rear 451x28 IRC 

Fork 

· Conalgo sprint carbon 

Steering (handle bar) 

· Syntace for racing, or 

· Carbon aerohandle bar for long distance and adverse wind 

Computer 

· Topeak (www.topeak.com) 

Wheelbase: 119 cm
Weight: 7300 grams (16 lbs) 

Testing for maximum speed by my own is 35 km. On a two-hour ride, I normally achieve an average speed of 24 km, but I am not a very well-trained person! 

	CONTACT INFO 

	If you're interested in purchasing the Exion or finding out more information on this amazing ride, go to the source -- contact Cees Bakker at ceesbrigbakker@wanadoo.nl. 


